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By Linda Millar

When our twins were born, quite unexpectedly, they were premature and had to

stay in the hospital for almost a month until they weighed five pounds.  We were

urged to keep them at home for many months in order to build up their weight and

keep them healthy.  George attended Lakeside one Sunday because it was close by,

and the rest is history.  

Our children were involved in every aspect of church life and so were we.  Some of

my fondest memories  involved the youth group. George and I both served on the

youth committee and chaperoned many trips as well as hosted Sunday Night Live

at our home most Sunday nights. One trip to Black Mountain stands out in my mind

as one of the best trips ever!!  The children themselves conducted the worship

services all weekend. Forever these services will be etched in my memory and my

heart.  

We can all learn so many things from children of all ages if we will only listen. I

will always be proud to say that I attend Lakeside and am eternally indebted to those

who capably shape our youth. Any time spent with young people is time well/spent! 

Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:

God whose love is never ending, whose grace is never/failing, we come gladly into

your presence, to praise you with our hearts and to thank you with our prayers.  We

come to seek you with all our minds, to love you with all our hearts, to follow you

with all that we are.  Help us to worship not for any hope of gain or prize to be

earned, but because we are your children.  You have loved us.  You have called us

by name.  And that is enough.  Amen.

By Peggy Haymes.  From Be Thou Present: Prayers, Litanies, and Hymns for

Christian Worship.  Smyth & Helwys Publishing: Macon, GA, 1994.



Genesis 15:1/6, 12/18Genesis 15:1/6, 12/18Genesis 15:1/6, 12/18Genesis 15:1/6, 12/18

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”  But Abram said, “O Lord

God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is

Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a

slave born in my house is to be my heir.”  But the word of the Lord came to him,

“This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.”

He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you

are able to count them.”  Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And

he believed the Lord; and the Lord  reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying

darkness descended upon him. Then the Lord  said to Abram, “Know this for certain,

that your offspring shall be aliens in a land that is not theirs, and shall be slaves

there, and they shall be oppressed for four hundred years; but I will bring judgment

on the nation that they serve, and afterwards they shall come out with great

possessions. As for yourself, you shall go to your ancestors in peace; you shall be

buried in a good old age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation;

for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 

 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire/pot and a flaming

torch passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with

Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the

great river, the river Euphrates.”



Romans 3:21/31Romans 3:21/31Romans 3:21/31Romans 3:21/31

 But now, irrespective of law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is

attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus

Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall

short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of

atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins

previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous

and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No,

but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from

works prescribed by the law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of

Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since God is one; and he will justify the

circumcised on the ground of faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith.

Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we

uphold the law.


